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Abstract: Thisstudy presents my long-termfield research on the Early Christian episcopal se:

Heraclea Lyncestis that was located along the ancientRoman ViaEgnatia and in the valley o fPelagonia.
1discuss various historical sources and topography of the region ofmedieval bishopric ofPelagonia
and Bitola. In addition, | also deal with the Christian cultural heritage in the region. In this work these
approaches are within the context ofarchaeological, historical and ecclesiastical investigation in the
sites ofancient Heaclea and modern Bitola.
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The Early Christian world on the Balkan Peninsula began to crumble already
in the fourth century, with the invasions and migrations of the peoples and tribes.
Vizigoths disrupted Balkan urban conditions in 378, the Huns of Atilla ravaged in
447 and Ostrogoths in 479. After the year 500 the disturbing catastrophes included an
earthquake in 518, which seriously damaged the urban centers. Then came the Bubonic
plague of 541-2, which was a terrible disaster of unprecedented magnitude, and other
epidemics and catastrophes, which were recorded in 555, 558, 561, 573, 591 and 599.1
The invasions, epidemics and economic recession badly affected the population and
society of the Eastern Roman Empire. Life in Herclea Lynkestis slowly declined. The
Episcopal church was rebuilt in the early sixth century when the latest published coins
of Justin Il are found. After that period monumental building activity came to an end.

During the reign of Justinian, Slavonic tribes already invaded the Balkan Peninsula.
Their first incursions from across the Danube River were in 534, 545 and 549. Then

1C. Mango, Byzantium, the Empire ofthe New Rome, London 1980, pp. 65-68, 70; N. Cheetham,
Medieval Greece, New Heaven, London 1981, pp. 15-16. In order to block the ways ofaccess to Greece,
Justinian’s engineers constructed, according to Procopius, a chain of fortresses across Macedonia and
an impregnable bastion at Thessalonica. A. Cameron, The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity AD
395-600, London and New York 1993,p. 159. Justinian built a city near of his own birthplace Tauresium
named Justiniana Prima and another one in Illyricum known as Justiniana Secunda.
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in 547 they penetrated as far as Dyrrachium on the Adriatic coast and in 550 they
reached Thessalonica. Between 584 and 589 they settled the whole Balkan Peninsula.
In 591 they again besieged Thessalonika with the Avars and had definitely populated
the whole Balkan Peninsula by the time of Emperor Maurice (582-602). The last coins
of the Emperor Maurice dated 584/5 were found in Heraclea Lyncestis.2

There is no mention of the Bishopric of Heraclea of Pelagonia in the second half
of the seventh century. At the Sixth Ecumenical Council in 680 and the Quintisext
Council in 691/692 only the Bishops John and Margaritas of Stobi in Macedonia
Secunda were present.3Around 680, in the area between Heraclea and Cerameia, in
the Campus Ceramesius, i.e. the Pelagonian plain between Bitola and Prilep, next to
the Slavic tribe of Drugovitians, the Bulgarian Khan Kubrat or Kouver tried to settle
a Christian tribe-in-exile, the Thracian Sermesians.4Nevertheless, the remnants of the
Christian population in Pelagonia and Heraclea can be traced through the preserved
Notitiae Episcopatuum. Following the list of bishops from the diocese of Macedonia,
dated between 787 and the end ofthe ninth century, the Bishopric of Heraclea appeared
amongstthe nineteen episcopal cities as asuffragan ofthe Metropolitan ofThessalonica.5
During the reign of Knyaz Boris Michael | (852-889), the Bulgarian Empire adopted
Christianity as a state religion in 865. For Knyaz Boris, Christianization was an act of
policy through which his Empire would enter into the religious, cultural and political
spheres of the Christian Ecumene. So, Boris was baptized by the Byzantine Emperor
Michael 111 (842-867) and he was presented with the territories of Pelagonia and Ohrid

2P. Lemerle, Lesplus anciens recueils des miracles de Saint Demetrius, vol. Il, Commentaire, Paris
1981, p. 90; V. Kondig, V. Popovig, Caricin grad, Beograd 1977, pp. 463-470; Cameron, 0Op. Cit., pp.
159-160. The sources suggest that in the late sixth century the inhabitants abandoned some cities in
favour of safer places. In Heraclea Lyncestis the remaining population retreated to the fortified height of
the upper fortress and other smaller fortified places on the surrounding hills. The fortress of Pelagonia
was a typical example of such a settlement.

3 F. Papazoglou, Les Villes de Macédoine a Vépoque Romaine, Athens, Paris 1988, p. 323; J. D.
Mansi, Sacrorum Consiliorum Nova et Amplissima Collectio, vol. Ill, Venice 1778, XI, 645 A, 994 D,
993 B; F. Dvornik, Les Slaves, Byzance et Rome au LXe siécle, Paris 1926, p. 91; Cheetham, 0p. Cit, p.
17. The Church hierarchy suffered the same fate as the apparatus of the state. Just as there were no more
provinces to be administered and taxed, there were no more faithful to be cared for, and many dioceses
ceased to exist, except on paper.

4J. V. A. Fine, The Early Medieval Balkans, Ann Arbor 1983, pp. 44-49; Lemerle, 0p. cit., 1/228,
11/149-153; R. F. Hoddinott, Early Byzantine churches in Macedonia and Southern Serbia, London,
New York 1963, p. 93; K. Adzievski, Pelagonija vo Sredniot vek, od doagjanjeto na Slovenite do
pagjanjeto pod turska vlast, Skopje 1994, pp. 25-26; V. z 1atarski, Istoriia na Bulgarskata drZavaprez
srednite vekove, vol. I, Sofia 1918, pp. 174, 207; G. Nakratzas, The close racial kinship between the
Greeks, Bulgarians and Turks; Macedonia and Thrace, Thessaloniki 1999, pp. 46-47.

5 J. Darrouzes, Notitiae Episcopatuum Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae, Paris 1981, p. 38; A.
Kazhdan, S. V. Pelagonia, in The Oxford Dictionary ofByzantium, vol. I, New York, Oxford 1991, p.
1619; Cheetham, Op. cit., p. 22. Parallel with the re-colonization, the Christian Church deployed an
intense effort of cohesion. New dioceses were marked out and old ones revived, while the country was
covered with newly built churches and chapels, many of them on the site of the former pagan shrines
and sanctuaries.
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and a church ranked as an independent Archbishopric with Byzantine clergy.6 After
Christianization, the new church organization and episcopal sees were attested at
Dristra, Cerven, Belgrade, Philippopolis, Bregalnica, Devol, Ohrid, Serdica and so
on. Bishoprics were established in Develtos, Drembica-Veli€a, Preslav and Strumica.
It may be that the former Heraclea of Pelagonia bishopric was reorganized and then
included inthe Diocese ofDrembica-Veli¢a.7In 879 a certain church prelate ofHeraclea
named John was mentioned.8 The Christian Church Fathers may have Christianized
certain Ancient Slav customs and syncretized some Balkan beliefs and symbols. The
Great Mother Earth Goddess was replaced by the Holy Mother of God; the Slavic
Thunder-god Perun by St. Elias; and the god of flocks, Veles or Volos by St. Vlaho or
Blasius. The Holy warriors, St. Demetrius and St. George, replaced the famous figure
of Thracian Horsemen.9

In this period the churches of Rome and Constantinople fought for ecclesiastical
domination over the Slavs on the Balkan Peninsula, a process which has lasted until
modem times. But, in the year 863, Photios, the Patriarch of Constantinople, organized
the Missionaries and Apostles of the Slavs, Sts. Cyril and Methodius, to translate the
greater part ofthe New Testament, liturgical books and scriptures into Glagolitic letters
and to train numerous disciples. Later, some oftheir Slavonic followers were beatified
as Fathers of the Church; such were: St. Clement and St. Naum of Ohrid, Gorazd
and Angelarii.While they were in Rome to visit Pope Hadrian Il in 869, St. Cyril
died and was buried in the basilica of St. Clemente.lLAfter that, the Pope consecrated
Methodius as the Bishop of Sirmium (Pannonia and Moravia). In 881/2 St. Methodius
was invited by the Patriarch Photius and the Emperor Basil | to Constantinople. He
travelled along the Dalmatian coast and over Via Egnatia, passing through the cities of
Ohrid, Pelagonia and Thessalonica on his way to the capital on the Bosphorus. On this
missionary journey he spent almost two years preaching and teaching.2

6 M. Spinka, A History of Christianity in the Balkans, a study in the spread of Byzantine culture
among the Slavs, Chicago 1933, pp. 29-43; N. Zernov, Eastern Christendom, A study ofthe Origin and
Development o fthe Eastern Orthodox church, London 1963, p. 92; B. J. Kidd, The Churches ofEastern
Christendom, from A.D. 451 to thepresent time, New York 1973, p. 321.

7R. Browning, Byzantium and Bulgaria, London 1975, p. 129; F. Dvornik, Byzantium, Rome, the
Franks and the Christianization ofthe Southern Slavs, in Cyrrilo-Methodiana, Kéln, Graz 1964, pp.
86-125; J. Shea, Macedonia and Greece, the struggle to define a new Balkan Nation, Jefferson, New
Carolina and London 1997, pp. 55-59.

8V. Arsi¢, Crkva Sv. Velikomucenika Dimitrija u Bitolju, Bitolj, 1930, p. 20.

9 Spinka, 0p. Cit., p. 35; Hoddinott, 0p. Cit., p. 87; N. Causidis, Mitskite sliki na Juznite Sloveni,
Skopje 1994, pp. 324-328.

10Zernov, Op. Cit,, pp. 91-92; Spinka, Op. Cit., p. 46.

1 Sts. Cyril and Methodius brought the relics of St. Clement from the Chersonesos on the Black Sea
to the Roman Pope Hadrian 11, who placed them under the altar table in the church of St. Clemente in
Rome.

12 Zernov, 0Op. Cit, p. 92; S. Runciman, A History ofthe First Bulgarian Empire, London 1930, p.
124; P. R. Magosci, Historical Atlas ofEast Central Europe, Toronto 1993, p. 12, map 4a.
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Following St. Methodius’ death in 885, his followers Clement, Naum, Gorazd,
Angelarii, Sabba and Laurentii were deported from the Moravian kingdom, but they
found a cordial reception at the court of Boris of Bulgaria. Thus, Clement and Nahum
were sent into the regions of Ohrid, Glavenica and Devol, named KutmicCevica. Very
soon Clement’s missionary deeds were fruitful and he was ordained as Bishop of
Drembica or Velika, a regional church center between Ohrid, Prilep and Skopje.13
Consequently, the territory of the former bishopric of Heraclea of Pelagonia was
included in the diocese of Drembica-Velika, wherever the exact location of the diocese
was, and at some distance from Ohrid. The name of this area and the exact location of
the diocese of Saint Clement have been endlessly debated by the Church historians.
According to Saint Clement’s Extensive Life by Theophylact of Ohrid and the Brief
Life of Saint Clement of Ohrid by Demetrios Chomatianos,4 Saint Clement remained
bishop of Drembica-Veli¢a in the period between 893 and 916. He ordained a number
of priests, deacons and lay readers; he translated and wrote a number of sermons,
hagiographies and hymns. When he died on 27 July 916 in Ohrid, the city was already
a leading spiritual center with a Church Slavonic university.

At the end of ninth century a strong spiritual and social movement called
Bogomilism arose in the Balkans. Manichaeism and the Paulicianism of the Armenian
colonists, with Masalianism from Asia Minor, influenced it and it spread all over
Bulgaria towards Western Macedonia. The area west of the river Vardar, between the
towns of Tetovo, Debar, Skopje, Prilep, Bitola, Meglena, Vodena and Thessalonica,
was the stronghold of Bogomilism with its centers on the Babuna Mountain, in the
villages of Bogomila and Melnica.l5As a counter to heretical beliefs, the local rulers

BP. Gautier, Clement d 'Ohrid évéque de Dragvista, in Revue des Etudes Byzantines, vol. XXII
(1964), pp. 199-214; I. Snegarov, Po voprosu o mestonahozdeniem eparhii Klimenta Ohridskago,
in Actes du XII congrés International d ¥tudes Byzantines, Ochride 1961, Beograd 1964, p. 189; T.
Tomoski, Prilog kon topografijata na Klimentovata eparhija, in Kliment Ohridski studii, Skopje 1986;
Dvornik, Lei Slaves..., p. 316. About the identification of Drembica and Velika: it seems that Drembica
was northwest of Prilep, where a fortress Drembica was located. Velika was located at the river Velika
(Treska), near Kicevo, and not far from Drembica. Dvornik wrote that St. Clement trained a number of
3500 students, and “Il les envoie, par groupes de 700 environ, dans les 12 regions de la province dont il
s’occupait.” Dvornik, op. Cit., pp. 314-315, n. 4; G. Balascev, Kliment episkop Slovjanski, Sofia 1898,
who claims that the region of Kutmicevica contained 17 bishops, which latter were concentrated around
Ohrid. These were: Ohrid, Velika, Bitola, Kastoria, Glavenica, Servia, Berrhoia, Vodena, Moglena,
Bregalnica (Strumica), Skopje and Prizren.

MJ. B. Pitra, Analecta Sacra et Classica Spicilegio Solesmensi, VI, Paris-Rome 1811; Migne, PG,
vol. 126, coll. 1223-1225; Runciman, 0op. Cit., p. 86; I. lvanov, Bulgarski starini iz Makedonia, Sofia
1970, p. 133.

5 Between the seventh and ninth century, some villages around Hlerin/Florina and Prespa were
settled with Armenian Paulician colonists. The appearance of Paulician Bogomilism between 927-
956 was described in the Extensive life of Saint Clement, in the letters of Patriarch Theophylact of
Constantinople to the Bulgarian Tsar Peter, the Sermons of Cosma Presbyterus and so forth. See:
D. Angelov, Bogomilstvoto v Bulgaria, Sofia 1969; Y. K. Betukov, Kosma Prezviter v slavjanskih
literaturah, Sofia 1976, pp. 299-342; D. Obolensky, The Bogomils,

Cambridge 1972, pp. 146-148, 162-167; P. Charanis, The Armenians in the Byzantine Empire, Lishoa
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and Church prosecuted the Bogomils and built churches and monasteries connected
with their missionary activities in the area. The Bulgarian Tsar Peter (927-970) was
a pious Christian and inclined towards the monastic life and therefore started to
organize a large number of monastic communities in the area of Ohrid, Prilep, Skopje,
Thessalonica and Heraclea-Pelagonia. Because of such monastic activity, this region
was known as “The Second Holy Mountain”.l6Administratively, according to the De
Thematibus of Constantine Porphyrogenetos, from the first half of the tenth century
‘Herakleia Lakkou’was amongst thirty-two cities of Macedonia Prima, but Pelagonia
was amongst the eight cities of Macedonia Secunda, which further complicates the
whole question of Heraclea and Pelagonia.Z7It is very possible that in the tenth century
the settlement of Bitola was established mainly as an ecclesiastical and monastic center,
based on the previous episcopal and monastic traditions of Heraclea. Its name derives
from the Old Church Slavonic O6uTenk meaning a monastic brotherhood, monastery
or a center of the diocese, a toponomastic equivalent of the later Turkish Manastir or
Toli Manastir, or Monasterion in Greek.18

Following the death of the Byzantine Emperor John Tzimiskes and the uprising
of the Comes (Duke) Nicholas and his sons Samuel, David, Moses and Aaron, the
Patriarchate was re-organized, which after some residential changes from Dristra, to
Serdika, to Moglena, Vodena and Prespa, was definitely settled in Ohrid.19To strengthen
his ecclesiastical and political identity, the future Tsar Samuel took the ossuary relics
from the Metropolitan church of the conquered city of Larissa in Thessaly in 985/6.
The relics belonged to the Bishop St. Achilles, who evangelized the region of Larissa
at the time of Constantine the Great and was a participant in the first Council of
Nicaea in 325. It seems that Tsar Samuel also took the relics of other saints, such as St.
Triphon of Kotor, St. Diodore from Thrace, St. Rheginus and St. Oecumenius from the
churches of Trikalla and Scopelae. 2 He took them to Prespa Lake, where his palaces

1963, p. 55. Some settlements near Hlerin/Florina (Armenohori and Armensko), are of Armenian origin,
from the times of Archbishop Demetrios Chomatianos. R. Mihajlovski, Bogomils on the Via Egnatia
and in the Valley o fPelagonia: The Geography ofa Dualist Belief, in (2014) in press.

16 Obolensky, Op. Cit., p. 102. It may be that Bitola and Pelagonia existed at the same time. In 1096
the heretical settlement of Pelagonia was burned and razed by the Crusaders of Bohemund.

T/ Constantino Porphyrogeneto, De Thematibus, Pertusi, Vaticano 1952.

B G. DyaCenko, Polnii cerkovno-slavjanskii slovar, Moskva 1993, p. 363; T. Tomoski, Kako
toponimot Manastir se naloZil za vtor naziv nagradotBitola, in Makedonija niz vekovite, Skopje 1999,
pp. 463-473; S. Romanski, Imenata na niakoi makedonski gradove. —3. Bitolia, in Makedonskipregled,
vol. V/4 (1929), pp. 63-70; E. Maneva, Prilog kon reSavanjeto na ubikacijata na srednovekovniot
grad Bitola, in Istorija, vol. Il (1986), p. 71; . Zaimov, Bitolski nadpis na Ivan Vladislav, samodrzec
bulgarski, Sofia 1970, p. 7; B. Koneski, Imeto na gradot Bitola, in Makedonski mesta i iminja, Skopje
1991, pp. 87-94; P. Skok, 1. toponomastike Juzne Srbije, in Glasnik Skopskog nau¢nog drustva, vol. XII
(1933), pp. 214,215.

19 Spinka, Op. Cit., p. 71; M. Kiel, Artand Society o fBulgaria in the Turkishperiod, Assen/Maastricht
1985, p.284.

2 G. Shiumberger, L ¥popée Byzantine a lafin du Dixieme siécle, Hachette et Cie, 1896, p. 618; P.
Miljkovié-Pepek, Najstarite svetitelski kultovi vo Makedonija - osnovi za avtonomna crkva na Samuil
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Fig. 1

were on the island of St. Achilles. In the year 985/6, Tsar Samuel rebuilt the large
basilica on the lake island of Prespa and dedicated it to St. Achilles. This large imperial
basilica had impressive dimensions of41 m. in length and 23 m. in width, and it was
decorated with frescos painted in the late tenth century. When the Russian scholar P. N.
Milyukov visited this ruined church in 1907, he noticed three layers of wall painting
and the figure of St. Achilles painted on the eastern side of the northern wall.2L Later
this basilica was the mausoleum of Tsar Samuel’s family and it was an ecclesiastical
center. Around the conch of the central apse there are two inscriptions, and there are
remains of painting in the diaconicon and the north arcade. In the lowest part of the
large apse are painted eighteen arches with a list of bishop’s thrones, and each one
contains the name of one of the sees in the Archdiocese of Ohrid. Amongst the list
of eighteen episcopal thrones, Heraclea was listed number six.2 (Fig. 1, Heraclean
throne, N. Moutsopoulos)

After the archaeological excavations in 1965 guided by N. Moutsopoulos, the list of
episcopal sees was published.Z0ne ofthe last times the see of Heraclea was mentioned

i avtokefalna crkva, in Zbornik na Muzej na Makedonija, vol. 1 (1993), pp. 23, 30-31; C. Grozdanov,
Portreti na svetitelite od Makedonija od IX-XVIII vek, Skopje 1983, p. 145; B. Aleksova, Loca
Sanctorum Macedoniae, the cult ofmartyrs in Macedoniafrom the 4thto the 9thcenturies, Skopje 1997,
p. 56; Georgii Cedreni Compendium historiarum cui substitur excerpta ex Breviario Joannis Scylitzae
Curopalatae, M igne, PG, vol. 122, Paris 1899, p. 168.

2l I. Snegarov, Istoriia na Ohridskata arhiepiskopija, ot osnovanieto i do zavladvanieto na
Balkanskiiapoluostrov od Turcite, vol. I, Sofia 1924, pp. 34-38.

2 N. Moutsopoulos, The churches of the prefecture of Fiorina, Thessaloniki 1966, pp. 10-11; P.
N. Mityukov, Hristianskiya drevnosti Zapadnoi Makedonii, 1zd. Rus. Arh. ist., vol. 1v, 1899, p. 52;
Ivanov, Op. Cit., p. 57; M. Mullet, Theophylact ofOchrid, reading the letters ofa Byzantine Archbishop,
Birmingham 1997, p. 237.

BN. M outconouroe, H BadiAikr tou Ayiou AxiAlelov oty Mpéana, VI, @eocalovikn 1989, p. 405;
Snegarov, Op. Cit., p. 22. According to |. Snegarov, in the time of Tsar Samuel the Patriarchal diocese
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is in the Eparchial List of St. Achilles’basilica in Prespa, which still had the ancient
title of Heraclea. After 1019, the episcopal seat was relocated at the medieval Bitola,
few kilometers to the east. As a settlement Heraclea still survived until the beginning
of the eleventh century.

Between 1980 and 1986 on the archaeological site of Heraclea another basilica,
‘Basilica D, extra muros’, was discovered and excavated.24 The building was a sixth
century church, but it had a medieval Christian necropolis containing twenty-nine
graves. According to E. Maneva, the graves dated from the end of the tenth and the
beginning of the eleventh century, which is an indication that Heraclea still had a
spiritual importance for the local population.5

Near Prilep, 42 km. north-east of Heraclea, in the medieval suburbia of Varo§, a
Cyrillic inscription was found in the monastery ofthe Holy Archangel Michael. It was
written on a marble column that was discovered during the excavations in 1861. This
precious epigraphic document is known as “the Varo$ Inscription” and it belonged
to Bishop Andrew from the year 6504, i.e. 996 AD.% (Fig. 2, Varo$ inscription, I.
Ivanov). The title of the Bishop Andrew mentioned in the inscription is enigmatic; it

of Ohrid consisted of fifteen eparchies: 1. Ohrid (and Prespa), 2. Glavenica, 3. Devol, 4. Meglena, 5.
Pelagonia, 6. Strumica, 7. Morozdvizd, 8. VelbuZd, 9. Serdica, 10. Raska, 11. Ni§, 12. Branicevo, 13.
Belgrade, 14. Prizren and 15. Lipljan.

2 E. Maneva, Srednovekovnata nekropola kaj bazilikata ‘D *”vo Herakleja, in Istorija, vol. XX11/1
(1986), p. 196; Aleksova, op. cit., pp. 239-240; R. Mihajlovski, Pregled na hristijanskata istorija
na Pelagonija i arhiereite Heraklejsko-Pelagoniski do 1767 godina, in Prilozi, Drustvo za nauka i
umetnost, vol. 54-55/1 (1993), p. 6.

5 E. Maneva, Bazilikata ‘D ™ od Herakleja Linkestis, in Lihnid, vol. 7 (1988), Ohrid, pp. 51-64;
Idem, Srednovekoven nakit od Makedonija, Skopje 1992, p. 114.

% lvanov, op. cit., pp. 26-27; |. Gosev, Starobulgarski glagoliceski i kirilski nadpisi otIXiXVvek,
Sofia 1961, p. 81.
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may be that he was a bishop of Heraclea, under whose church jurisdiction were Prilep
and Varos. Following the chrysobull ofthe Byzantine Emperor Basil Il issued in 1019,
Prilep was in the diocese of Bitola,Z7 or it may be that in the tenth century the area
of Prilep had its independent bishop who was a suffragan of Heraclea. In Emperor
Samuel’s Tsardom the plain of Pelagonia with its urban settlements and fortresses of
Prilep, Bitola, Setina and DebreSte had a very important role. In Bitola were located
the palaces of Samuel’s son, Gabriel Radomir (1014-1015), where he resided during
his short reign. According to the Byzantine historian John Skylitzes, in 1014, as soon
as the Byzantine Emperor Basil 1l had learned of Tsar Samuel’s death in Prespa, he
marched from Thessalonika to Pelagonia, which he did not devastate, but he ordered
that only Gabriel Radomir’s court in Bitola (¢v BoutéAn) be burnt down. This was the
first written document where the name of Bitola appeared.B

A year later, Gabriel Radomir was murdered by his cousin John Vladislav (1016-
1018), who succeeded to the throne.® He rebuilt the fortress of Bitola, an event that
was commemorated on a marble slab with a Cyrillic inscription. This epigraphic
monument is relatively well preserved and it measures 92 cm. in length, 58 cm. in
width and is 55 cm. thick. It was found during the demolition of the Sungur Cavus Bey
Mosque (1435) in 1956, where it was in secondary use as a doorstep at the mosque’s
entrance.3 Most likely the slab was originally built in above the main gate of the
fortress. (Fig. 3, Inscription ofJ. Vladislav, by I. Zaimov) The inscription describes the
building of the fortress of Bitola by John Vladislav, under the protection of the Holy
Virgin and the Twelve Apostles. According to the studies of I. Zaimov, the inscription
reads as follows:

Z lvanov, op. cit., p. 28.

2B T. Tomoski, Butella Civitas Pelagoniae, in Istorija, vol. 11 (1980), Skopje, p. 19; Romanski, op.
cit., p. 68; Z latarski, op. cit., pp. 743-745; S. Antoljak, Samuel and his state, Skopje 1985, p. 111.

D Adzievski, op. Cit., pp. 41-47; Z1atarski, op. cit., pp. 750-754; Antoljak, pp. 115-124.

P Zaimov, op. cit., pp. 9, 149.
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“In the year 65230 f the creation ofthe world (1015 AD), this castle was reb
made by John, Bulgarian Autocrat, with the help ofand the prayers to Our Lady, the Holy Virgin,
andfor (obtaining) the protection ofthe Twelve Apostles and (the two) Supreme Apostles... 7 3

From the inscription it is evident that in the eleventh century the patron saints of
Bitola were the Holy Virgin and the Twelve Apostles, especially the Two Supreme
Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul.2 It seems that the cult of the Holy Mother of God -
Pelagonitissa and the cult of St. Peter and St. Paul had very strong roots in Heraclea
and Bitola. It is known that in the thirteenth century a monastery of the Holy Apostles
existed in the area, and an early funerary chapel dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul was
rebuilt in 1876 on the Bukovo cemetery, near the ruins of Heraclea Lyncestis.

The Autocrat of Bitola, John Vladislav, ruled for a short period, trying to deal a
counter blow at the Byzantines, but he fell at the siege of the fortress of Dyrrachion
in 1018. His name was connected with the martyrdom of Prince Vladimir who was
married to Tsar Samuel’s daughter, Kosara. Following the Life of Saint Vladimir
and the accounts of Skylitzes and the Priest of Dioclea (Pop Dukljanin), the pious
Vladimir was decapitated by the orders of Tsar Vladislav on 22 May 1015. The
legend or hagiography of the prince St. John Vladimir of Zeta was printed in 1742 as
“Akolouthia of St. John Vladimir” in Moscopolis, when loasaph was Archbishop of
Ohrid. The author of this hagiography informs us that St. Vladimir was assassinated
by soldiers at the Pass of Derven on the Egnatian Way, between Prespa and Bitola. The
memory of St. Vladimir’s martyrdom was so strong in this area, that later it inspired
another Muslim legend of Hasan Baba decapitated in the seventeenth century. His
mausoleum and tekke were erected on the western outskirts of Manastir/Bitola, near
the old main road to Ohrid.3

The body of St. John Vladimir, or “Shin Gyon” (=Saint John), was buried in the
church of St. Mary in Krayina, at the Skadar Lake, but after 1215 it was removed to
the monastery of “Shin Gyon” in Elbasan. In about 1381, the local Albanian lord built
a monastery, where the remains of St. John Vladimir were still kept and honored by
the Orthodox Archbishopric of Ohrid. Nowadays, he is still venerated by the local
Christians and Muslims as a Saint and Martyr in the area of Albania, Macedonia and
Montenegro.

3 Ibidem, pp. 14, 155; V. Mosin, Bitoljska plo¢a iz 1017 godine, in Makedonskijazik, vol. XVII
(1966), Skopje, pp. 51-61; I. Bozilov, s. v. Bitolski nadpis na Ivan Vladislav, in Kirilo-Metodievska
enciklopediia, vol. I, Sofia 1985, pp. 96-118; B. K oneski, Makedonski mesta i iminja, Skopje 1991, pp.
81-93; G. Dimovski-Colev, Srednovekovnatapolozba i ime na Bitola, in Zbornik na Drus$tvoto za nauka
i umetnost, Bitola 1980, pp. 543-559.

2 According to T. Tomoski, the patron saint of medieval Bitola was St. Nicholas. See: Tomoski,
Kako toponimot Manastir’..., pp. 463-473; Mihajlovski, 0p. Cit., p. 6; V. Kravari, Villes et villages de
Macédoine occidentale, Paris 1989, p. 313, n. 12; Maneva, 0Op. Cit., p. 113; Adzievski, op. Cit., p. 138.
But, according to the local legends compiled by M. Cepenkov, and following the Archbishop of Ohrid,
Demetrios Chomatianos, the well-known monastery in Bitola was dedicated to the Twelve Apostles.

B Grozdanov, 0p. Cit., pp. 203-211; Antoljak, op. Cit., p. 106, 116-117, n. 952, 954; Miljkovié-
Pepek, Op. Cit., p. 25.
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Between 1017 and 1018 the Byzantine army of Basil 1l devastated the Pelagonian
Valley and therefore in 1018 the governors of Pelagonia, Morozdvizd and Liplyan
came to Mosynopolis to surrender their cities to the Emperor.3 After the definitive
conquest of Tsar Samuel’s realm, the territory became a part of the Eastern Roman
Empire and political and administrative changes were made. Recently a lead seal of
the Protospatharios was found in the Museum of loannina.®

+ KEB - HO TO CO - AOYAO M - ETPO A - MA®.
+K(0p1)e B(on)8(en) (@) a(e) d00(w)

On the reverse the inscription continues in additional four lines:

K,, KYP,-BHTOA, [S] -TIBA.-TO MNA.-.
K(au) B(aoIAIkQ) Koup(atopt)BntoA(ng)HyiBda(tov)

It can be translated as: God help your servant the Imperial protospatharius and
curator of Bitola and Gyavato, Petar.

It is the third time, after the Chronicles of John Skylitzes and John Vladislav’s
marble plaque, that the name of Bitola was mentioned, altogether with the Gyavato
Pass, which was on the Via Egnatia. Peter was the first tax administrator who ruled
over the region of Bitola in the period between 1018 and 1030.

The Emperor Basil Il brought down the status of the Patriarchate to an independent
Archbishopric named after Justiniana Prima and as “ofthe whole of Bulgaria”, neither
abolishing its autocephaly nor reducing its scope.3/ Therefore, the Emperor personally
granted three Golden Charters or Chrysobulls in the subsequent years 1019, 1020 and
1020-1025 to the Archbishop’s See of Ohrid. In the first Chrysobull, which was issued
in 1019, the bishopric of Bitola was mentioned:

“And the bishop ofBitola shall have in Pelagonia, Prilep, DebreSte and Velesfifteen clerics
andfifteen parishes. 3

% Antoljak, op. cit, p. 125; Zlatarski, op. cit., p. 732; I. lvanov, Severna Makedonia, istoriceski
izdirvania, Sofia 1906, p. 76.

B W. Seibt, Eva puotnpiewdeg yoAuBIOBOVAND TWV apXwVv Tou ta’alwva ota lwavviva: KOYPATQP
BHTOA (HZ) KAIHTIB (ATOY), in NIKOTMOAIZB
(11-15 ZemteuPpiov), Npépela 2007, pp. 583-586; R. Mihajlovski, Cirkulacija na vizantiskite pecati
kako prilog kon ubikacijata na srednovekovna Bitola, in Macedoniae Acta Archaeologica 21 (2014),
in print.

P Seibt, op. cit., p. 581.

37 Snegarov, op. cit., pp. 22-23; S. Dimevski, The Archbishop of Ohrid, in From the past of the
Macedonian people, Skopje 1969, p. 62.

3B «Kai Tov émiokomov Boutéhewq €1¢ TNV MeAayoviav Kai €ig Tov Mpidamov Kol €1¢ Tov AgupwWTNV
KOl €1¢ Tov BéEAeaoov KANPIKOUG 1€ Kal mapolkoug Te.» In the text of the First Chrysobull, Bitola was
a Bishop’s see that ruled over Pelagonia, Prilep, Debreste (a fortress on the road between Prilep
and Kicevo) and Veles (a town on the river Vardar) with 15 clerics and 15 parishes, as servants and
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It is evident that after 1019 the ancient bishopric of Heraclea was transferred to
Bitola, the new ecclesiastic center in the region. As a third-grade diocese, the eparchial
borders were between the eparchies of Ohrid, Morozdvizd and the right bank of the
river Vardar.® Amongst the twenty four dioceses of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, the
Bishopric of Bitola/Pelagonia was one of the most ancient. As church historian Kidd
remarks: “.. . The Archbishopric of Ohrida lost its independence and was handed over
to be ruled by a Greek Archbishop and clergy. He maintained intact the rights and area
ofitsjurisdiction as it had been in the times both of Peter and Samuel; which therefore
included thirty bishoprics and towns, such as Ochrida, Kastoria, Monastir and Skopje
(Uskub) in Macedonia; Sofia and Vidin in Old Bulgaria; Belgrade, Nish, Prizren and
Rasa in what is now Jugoslavia; Canina (above Aviona), Cheimara, Butrinto and
Joanina in South Albania and Northern Epirus; and Stagi (the modem Kalabaka) in
Thessaly... In 1020 these thirty bishoprics contained 685 ecclesiastics and 655 serfs.”4)

In the period that followed, the establishment of the Bishopric of Bitola under
the jurisdiction of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, a sufficient number of churches and
monasteries were built in the area. Following the local legends, Bitola was an important
monastic center with numerous churches, chapels and spiritual communities: “Around
seventy churches and monasteries were located on both sides of the river Dragor, with
their own mills, and above the Black Bridge (Kara Koépri), a cathedral church was
situated.”4l But we should keep in mind that the numbers were exaggerated as a result
of the popular mythology.

By taking the local legends into consideration, and through the archaeological
excavationundertakenby G. FilipovskaandP. Srbinovskiduring the period 0 f1978-1980
at the locality known as Kale Bayir (in Turkish: “the Fortress Hill”), the foundations of
a medieval church were discovered.2The archaeological site is located on the ‘Bayir’
hills, north of Bitola, which overlook the river Dragor valley and the Pelagonian plain.
It was apparently part of the medieval settlement, protected by ramparts and primitive
fortifications. The church building was a large structure with a total length of 23,6 m.
and a width of 20,16 m. The church proper represented a transitional type of cross-
domed basilica or ambulatory church, with an inscribed Greek cross. Its nave was

dependant peasants. See: lvanov, Bulgarski..., pp. 547-562; Ofeicoff, La Macédoine, au point de vue
etnographique, historique etphilologique, Philippopoli 1887, pp. 187-205; Snegarov, 0p. cit., vol. I, p.
162; E. Golubinskii, Kratkii oc¢erk istorii Pravoslavnih cerkvei, Moskva 1871, p. 61.

P I. lvanov, Eparhiite v Ohridskata arhiepiskopija prjaz nachaloto na XL vjak, in Spisanie
na Bulgarskata akademia na naukite, vol. I (1912), Sofia, pp. 109-110; Golubinski, 0p. cit, p. 62;
Snegarov, 0p. Cit., p. 162.

40 K idd, 0p. Cit.,, p. 324; G otubinski, Op. Cit.,, pp. 89-106; D arrouzes, Op. Cit.,, pp. 152-153, 371-372.

4 M. Tevfik, Kratka istorija Bitoljskog vilajeta, Manastir 1912, p. 16; M. Cepenkov, Predanija, vol.
7, Skopje 1972, pp. 119, 222; J. Hadji-Vasiljevi¢, Grad Bitolj, Beograd 1911, pp. 19-20.

£ G. Filipovska, P. Srbinovski, Pregled na arheoloskite istrazuvanja na srednovekovniot period
vo Bitola 1978-81, in Zbornik na trudovi 2-3 (1980-81), Zavod za zastita na spomenicite na kulturata,
muzej i galerija, pp. 111-121.
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divided into three bays, with three protruding polygonal apses: the central one, with a
diaconicon and prothesis in the two side chapels. (Fig. 4, the ‘Kale bair’ church plan,
Z. Sterjov) The narthex was divided from the nave by a wall and two towers framed
the western facade, which indicates a presence of an additional exonarthex. There
is a probability that the towers functioned as bell-towers. The walls of the church
were built of coarse stone and mortar in combination with brick. The thickness of the
walls and lateral supports indicate barrel vaults and a central cross-dome. This type
of cross-domed church flanked by annexes on the northern and southern sides, and
two towers on the western side, appeared often in variations in church buildings in the
Balkans and in Asia Minor. There are examples at “Fifteen Martyrs of Tiberiopolis”
in Strumica from the end of the ninth century and beginning of the tenth century,43
the church of Patleina (Bulgaria) from the year 907,44 the northern church of Fenari
Isa Cami or Church of Constantine Lips in Constantinople from 907, the Bodrum
Cami c. 920 in Constantinople4 and the church at Dereagzi in Turkey.4According to
Filipovska and Srbinovski, this medieval church in Bitola chronologically belonged to
the period between the tenth and the beginnings of the eleventh century.4 The whole
excavated area at Kale Bayir was a medieval fortress occupying an area of 500 m.
by 190 m. and it was razed between the eleventh and fourteenth century.f8 This hill
dominated its surroundings and had the best range of vision to the west and to the
Egnatian road leading to Ohrid, to the northeast towards Prilep and to south-southeast
towards Hlerin/Florina.8 This medieval complex was a part of the legendary chain of
citadels and fortifications on the hilltops around Bitola. They controlled the valleys of

43 P. Miljkovié-Pepek, Hristijanskata arhitektura kaj makedonskite Sloveni od pred sredinata na
XIXvekdo 1018 godina, inKliment Ohridski Studii, Skopje 1986, pp. 225-237; R. Ousterhout, Beyond
Hagia Sophia: Originality in Byzantine Architecture, in Originality in Byzantine Literature, Art and
Music (ed. by Littlewood A.R.), Oxford 1995, pp. 167-185. Another example of such a transitional
variant is the church of Panagia, Episkopi, Eurythania in Greece, from the second half of the 8thcentury
to first half of the 9thcentury. See: P. Vocotopoulos, Church Architecture in Greece during the Middle
Byzantine Period, in Perceptions of Byzantium and its Neighbors (843-1261), (ed. by O. Z. Pevny),
New York 2000, pp. 154-155.

4 R. Krautheimer, (Revised by R. Krautheimer and S. Cur€ic), Early Christian and Byzantine
Architecture, Penguin Books 1986, pp. 369-374.

% Krautheimer, Op. Cit, pp. 355-358.

% J. Morganstern, The Church at Dereagzi, its date and its place in the history of Byzantine
Architecture, in Actes du X IVe Congrés International des études Byzantines 1971, Bucarest 1976, pp.
385-394; Idem, The Byzantine church at Dereagzi, New York University 1973.

47 Filipovska, Srbinovski, op. cit., pp. 111-121.

BG. Filipovska-Lazarevska, A. Gjorgievska, Materijalnata kultura vo Bitola odX-X1vek, in Bitola
niz vekovite, vol. 1, Bitola 1998, pp. 11-19.

PG. Filipovska, P. Srbinovski, Rezultati odistrazuvanjata na lok. Kale Bitola vo 1978, in Macedoniae
Acta Archaeologica, vol. 6 (1980), Skopje 1983, pp. 111-120.1am very grateful to Mr. Srbinovski for
his expertise.
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the Dragor and Senmica rivers, the Egnatian way and its junction in Bitola. At the end
ofthe nineteenth century, Petrov described them as “Bora kale” fortifications.3

During the eleventh century, which was a period of armed conflicts, revolts and the
First Crusade, the region of Pelagonia was heavily devastated. In 1040 a rebellion by
Tsar Samuel’s grandson Peter Delyan erupted against Byzantine taxation and fiscal
oppression.5l This rebellion collapsed in 1041, but famine in the countryside caused
another revolt in 1072. At the head stood George Voytekh and Constantine Bodin.
The insurgents defeated the Byzantine army of the Dukes Nikephoros Karantenos and
Damianos Dallassenos and captured NiS, Skopje, Ohrid and laid siege to the fortress
of Kastoria. Michael Saronites, a Magister and Dux ofthe West, suppressed this revolt.
A lead seal recently found in the area of Heraclea Lyncestis is related to the events in
1071 and it could be concluded from it that Pelagonia was an important military post
and had the status of a kastron. Michael Saronites’ army consisted of mercenaries,
Franks and Allemani who in turn devastated Samuel’s cathedral church of St. Achilles
in Prespa.®21In 1083 the Normans of Southern Italy led by Robert Bohemond landed at
Dyrrachion, capturing Kastoria, Meglena and the fortress of Pelagonia, that was taken
by the assault of Bohemond’s armored Celts and Normans.3

9 Gj. Petrov, Materialipo izuchvaneto na Makedoniia, Sofia 1896, p. 120; Lj. Lape, Podatoci na
Gjorce Petrov za starinite vo Skopskiot i Bitolskiot okrug, in Zbornikposveten na Dimé&e Koco, Skopje
1975, pp. 107-113.

8 Z1atarski, Op. Cit., vol. Il, pp. 55, 56, 77; Adzievski, 0p. Cit., pp. 68-74.

B L. Mandig, R. Minajlovski, XIth century Byzantine sealfrom Heraclea, near Bitola, in Révue des
Etudes Byzantines, vol. 58 (2000), pp. 273-276.

B Kravari, 0p. Cit., p. 38; Adzievski, Op. Cit., pp. 76-78; Anna Comnina, Aleksiada, (transi. I. N.
Liubarski), Moskva 1965, p. 506.
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In the period between 2003 and 2008, within the framework of the project
“Ubication of Medieval Bitola” some archaeological excavations were executed at
the Yeni mosque (built in 1553-54). As a result, the foundations of a medieval basilica
were uncovered dating from the eleventh to the fourteenth century. Several objects
were excavated as well, a double sided pectoral medallion, two silver rings and two
lead seals, all from the eleventh century. The first seal has a bust on the obverse of the
Virgin Mary (MP||@Y) with Infant Jesus. On the obverse there is a six line inscription:

+ OKE.BO|OEOAOPOIBEETAP.O|TO C...
+ O (e0oT10)KeB (0R)06 (€1) GeodBeatapxe 1@ C...
It can be translated as: Mother of God, help Theodore Vestiarches of S...5

Theodore Vestiarches was a high ranking military commander during the eleventh
century. It may be a seal belonging to Aaron Theodor, Strategos of Taron in Armenia.

The second lead seal is with the bust of St. George dressed as warrior and a shield
in his left hand and a spear in his right hand. On the reverse an inscription in five lines
is preserved:

AOAHTA|OQZETHN|TPA®PHN|TOMAT|FAN.
A&TG, owde mvypaeryv tou M
In translation: Martyr, protect the writings of Manganes.

At the begining the word “Athlete” is used for St. George and to protect the writings
of George Manganes, the protoproedros ofthe Synod in Blachemae at Constantinople
in 1094 and a secretary of the emperor Alexios Komnenos 1.5

Both lead seals found by the archaeological excavations at Yeni mosque indicate
that in the second half ofthe eleventh century medieval Bitola gained an importance as
an ecclesiastical and administrative-military center over the ancient Heraclea Lyncestis
and the military camp of Pelagonia.%

At this time and later the Ohrid Archbishopric lost some of its privileges and the
eparchial territories granted to it by Emperor Basil 1l. The metropolitans of Silistria
and other eastern dioceses were severed from the Ohrid Archbishopric and placed
directly under the jurisdiction of Constantinople. These privileges were not restored
until the time of the Emperor Manuel | Komnenos (1143-1180).57 The events of the
later eleventh century led to the need for the pacification and reconciliation of the
local population in the Archbishopric of Ohrid. The sixth Archbishop, Theophylact

5 R. Minajlovski, Byzantine seals unearthed by the archaeological excavations at the Yeni mosque,
in Journal ofthe Australian Early Medieval Association, vol. 6 (2010), pp. 41-51.

% R. Mihajlovski, The Yeni mosque in Bitola in the light of the most recent archaeological
information, in Patrimonium.mk, vol. 3-4, 5-6 (2008-2009), pp. 183-188.

% Ibidem, pp. 47-51.

57 Spinka, op. cit, pp. 91-94.
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Hephaistos, was a key player in this and one of the most remarkable ecclesiastical
figures at the time. Coming from Constantinople, after 1088/9, he was a pupil of
Michael Psellos, the celebrated eleventh-century Constantinopolitan theologian, a
church hierarch, expert in Homer and the author of The Life of Saint Clement of
Ohrid.BHis letters, mainly written in Ohrid, are a valuable source of his political and
ecclesiastical activities, in which the bishopric of Pelagonia and its eleventh century
history are included. In one of his letters from 1091, he described the ‘themata’ of
Pelagonia as a deserted area, with its population devastated by the wars.® In another
letter, he requested from the local authority, a man named Romanos Straboromanos,
that the village of Mogila, near Bitola, an old residency and property of the church,
should be returned to his jurisdiction.@®

In his letters number L 12, M 39, M 41, Theophylact addressed the unknown bishop
ofPelagonia, as a suffragan and friend. He encouraged him to read the Holy Scriptures;
he advised him about the changeover of local governors and authorities and arranged
an introduction for him to the Patriarch of Constantinople.@L Between 1097 and 1105,
Theophylact had strife with the tax collectors in his Archdiocese and finally he was
forced to flee from Ohrid to Pelagonia where he sought refuge.&In letter number M 41
he described how one of his servants, Lazar, probably a Bogomil, started to campaign
against him. Lazar assembled a group of supporters in order to lay their case before the
emperor in Constantinople. For the same reason Theophylact fled again to Pelagonia,
asking for temporary refuge at the bishop’s residence.

The historical sources confirm the strong presence of Bogomils during the eleventh
and twelfth centuries in this area. Following the hagiography “The Life of St. Hilarion
of Moglena” written by Euthymius, Patriarch of Trnovo in the fourteenth century, the
area of Meglen and Pelagonia was a stronghold ofthe Bogomil doctrine. Saint Hilarion
fiercely persecuted the numerous heretics in the region, who were Manichaeans,
Paulicians and Bogomils.&

B M. Angold, Church and Society in Byzantium under the Comneni, 1081-1261, Cambridge 1995,
p. 158; A. Kazhdan, s. v. Theophylactos, in The Oxford Dictionary ofByzantium, vol. 2, New York,
Oxford 1991, p. 2068; M. Le Quien, Oriens Christianus, Paris 1840, p. 83.

P Archbishop Theophylact wrote to the Duke John of Dyrrachion about the conditions in one part
of his diocese that had been trampled over time and time again by Normans, Byzantines, Pechenegs
and Crusaders: “I could not hold back my tears. In the church the people no longer sing, the candles
remain unlit; the bishop and clergy have been forced to flee, and the townsfolk have left their houses to
live hidden in the woods and forests...” See: J. J. N orwich, Byzantium, the decline andfall, New York
1996, p. 1108.

@ D. Obolensky, Theophylact of Ohrid, in Six Byzantine portraits, Oxford 1988, p. 51; Adzievski,
op. cit.,, pp. 95-98. F. Chalandon, Essai sur le régne d Aléxis Comnéne (1081-1118), Paris 1900, p. 292.

BLMul1et, op. cit., p. 352; P. Gautier, Theophyfacte d Achrida lettres, introduction, téxte, traduction
et notes, Thessalonique 1986.

& Obolensky, Op. cit., p. 55; B. Panov, Srednovekovna Makedonija, vol. 2, Skopje 1985, pp. 373-
375.

&8 Angold, 0Op. Cit., p. 161; Panov, op. cit., p. 375.

64 Obolensky, The Bogomils..., pp. 223-226; Spinka, 0p. Cit.,, p. 99; Charanis, 0op. cit.,, p. 55, V.
N ersessian, The Tondrakian movement, Allison Park, Pennsylvania, 1988, pp. 1-36, 51.
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Arare monument that recalls the presence ofthe Bogomils in Pelagonia is preserved
near the village of VeluSina, around 12 km. south of Bitola. Besides its numerous
churches from different periods, an unknown funerary stele is located on the southern
outskirts of the village. This anthropomorphic stele, made out of granite, is a monolith
measuring 184 cm. high, 70 cm. wide and 24 cm. thick.® Following the ‘Bogomil
theory’of Alexander Soloviev, the Bogomils, like Cathars and other Neomanichaeans,
rejected the realistic images ofthe Crucifixion, butrevered it. The cross was represented
in an anthropomorphic or theomorphic form. In Eastern Herzegovina there is a variety
of anthropomorphic crosses on tombstones. A similar Bogomil’s funerary stele from
the fifteenth century can be seen in Bile¢a, Herzegovina.®%

There is other historical evidence about the presence and popularity of Bogomilism
in Pelagonia, that existed as a parallel spiritual movement in the area, beside the official
Orthodox Church. When the Crusaders of the First Crusade in 1096-1097 travelled
over the Balkan Peninsula on the Via Egnatia, they met the Bogomils on their way to
Constantinople.67 Some of the Crusaders’ chronicles described their travels. Such is
the Chronicle of Fulcherius, a participant of the First Crusade in 1096. He marched
on the Via Egnatia, passing through the Pelagonian plain: “Afterwards we crossed
the mountains and the town of Lucretia (Ohrid), Botella (Bitola), Bofinat (Vodena?),
Stella (Pella?), we reached ariver called Vardar.”@8

At the end of the same year, another wave of Crusaders reached the port of
Dyrrachion, led by Robert Bohemond and Tancred of Taranto. They crossed over the
passes of the Pindus Mountains reaching the town of Kastoria at Christmas. Then they
marched northeast towards Pelagonia, where they arrived in January. Following the
anonymous writer of Gesta Francorum et aliorum Hierosolymitanorum, (The deeds of
the Franks and the other pilgrims to Jerusalem) the Crusaders attacked a settlement of
heretics in Pelagonia:

“Then we set outand travelled through very rich country,from one village to another andfrom
one city to another andfrom one castle to another, until we came to Castoria, where we held the

& R. Mihajlovski, Bogomils on the Via Egnatia...

& O. Binalji-Merin, A. Benac, The Bogomils, London 1962, XX, XXIX; R. Portal, Les Slaves,
peuples et nations, Librairie Arman Colin 1965, p. 100; A. V. Soloviev, Le Symbolisme des monuments
funéraires Bogomiles et Cathares, in Actes du X Congres International Byzantines, Istanbul
1957, pp. 162-65, plates: XXIX-XXXI; on the plate XXX there are some analogies with crosses number
8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, Hand 15.

67 Pope Urban Il (1088-1099) at the Council of Clermont in 1095 preached to the Christian West
to rescue the Holy Land from infidels. From Lyon in 1096 the Crusaders Robert of Flanders and Hugh
of Vemandua travelled over the Italian peninsula to the Adriatic and Via Egnatia. The second army of
Raymond of Toulouse and its spiritual leader the Bishop of Le Puy, Adhemar, marched in 1096 over the
Dalmatian coast, then on the Via Egnatia, towards Constantinople. The third army of Robert Bohemond
and Tancred of Taranto marched from Southern Italy to Dyrrachion. Between 1096-1097 all of them
entered the cultivated lands of Byzantium. M. Foss, People ofthefirst Crusade, New York 1997, pp.
68-69; S. Runciman, A History ofthe Crusades, the First Crusade, vol. I, Cambridge 1980, pp. 83-143;
J. Riley-Smith, The Crusades: A short history, London 1987, pp. 1-91.

@BRecueil des Historiens des Croisades: Historiens Orientaux, Paris 1872-1905, vol. 111, p. 331.
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feast of Christmas and stayedfor some days trying to buy provisions, but the inhabitants would
sell us none, because they were much afraid ofus, taking us to be no pilgrims, butplunderers
come to lay waste the land and to kill them. So we seized oxen, horses and asses, and anything
else we couldfind, and leaving Castoria we went into Palagonia, where there was a castle of
heretics. We attacked this placefrom all sides and burnt the castle and its inhabitants together.
After this we reached the river Vardar... @

The third army of Crusaders led by Raymond of Toulouse and the religious leader
of the Crusade, the Bishop Adhemar of Le Puy, travelled from Lyon over Dalmatia to
Dyrrachion and then using the Egnatian Way they reached the Pelagonian plain, where
they camped:

‘Having taken the road, the Count Raymond de Toulouse, with efforts lasting many days
crossedforests and mountains and the entire region of the Epirotes and at last set up camp,
having descended to the region called Pelagonia, which abounded in all kinds o fsupplies. When
the Bishop ofPuy, a man whose life is worthy ofrespect, pitched his tent at some little distance
from the camp, with a view to camping more comfortably, he was captured by the attacking
Patzinaks. "0

Bishop Adhemar Le Puy, the spiritual guide of the Crusader army, was wounded
and captured by the Petchenegs, but he was returned to his army by the swift action of
his deeply shocked troops.

Therefore, the Byzantine Emperor Alexius | Komnenos (1081-1118) used Pelagonia
as an area for recruiting soldiers for his military campaigns against the Crusaders of
Bohemond. In the middle of the twelfth century, Pelagonia also had a military and
strategic importance, because for the Emperor Manuel | Konmenos (1149-1155) it was
the point where the Imperial base, winter quarters and hunting camp were located.7.
In the chronicles written by the contemporary historian, Nicetas Chémates, Pelagonia
was described as “the region suitable for cavalry encampment and for spying on hostile
tribes.”2He described the Imperial camp as a place where the contemporary scholars
gathered on the invitation of the Emperor Manuel I Konmenos, who himself was
gifted with a silver tongue and as areligious scholar wrote catechetical sermons called

® “...Egressi de Castoria, intrauimus Palagoniam, in qua erat quoddam hereticorum castrum.
Quod undique aggressi sumus, moxuque nostro succubuit imperio. Accenso itaque igne, combussimus
castrum cum habitatoribus suis. Postea peruenimus ad flumen Bardarum.” Gesta Francorum etAliorum
Hierosolymitanorum, London 1962, p. 29; S. Antoljak, Makedonski heretici u zapadnim izvorima 11. i
12. stoljeca, in Bogomilstvoto na Balkanot vo svetlinata na naucnite istraZzuvanja, Skopje 1982, pp. 52-
66; Runciman, 0p. cit, p. 156; Angelov, 0p. cit., p. 374; Roberti Monachi, Historia Hierosolymitana, in
Recueil des historiens des croisades. Historiens occidentaux Ill, Paris 1879, p. 745.

0 Wilhelm of Tyre, History of the Crusades, in Recueil des historiens des croisades. Historiens
Occidentaux I, Paris 1844, p. 99; Zernov, 0p. Cit., p. 104; Runciman, op. cit, p. 161.

7L Mandi&, Mihajlovski, Op. Cit., p. 276; Kravari, Op. Cit., p. 38; A. Ducellier, Lafacade Maritime de
VAlbanie au Moyen age, Durazzo et Valona duXle auXVe siecle, Thessaloniki 1981, pp. 76-77; Cinnamos
loannis, Epitome rerum ab loanne etAlexio Comnenis gestarum, rec. A. Meineke, Bonnae 1836.

7 Kazhdan, s. y. Pelagonia.
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Selentia, which he delivered before public audiences. When there was a discussion
of a scriptural verse, contemporary theologians were invited; for example, Eustathios
of Dyrrachion, Michael of Thessalonica and Nikephoros Basilakes. Sometimes these
debates had a dramatic twist:

“Itissaidthatwhile this doctrinal dispute was beingdecided inpublic debate, an unseason:
thunderclap rent the air, deafening the assembly as well as the emperor, who was sojourning
then in Pelagonia. A certain man ofletters —Elias,
life, opened a book on the subject o fthunder and earthquakes and coming upon the meaning of
thunder in aparticular sense, gave thefollowing interpretation: ‘Thefall ofthe wise. "B

As more important sources ofthe twelfth century we should single out the chronicles
by different authors, such as Kinnamos, William of Tyre and the Arab geographer El
Idrisi. The Byzantine theologian, secretary of the Emperor Manuel | Komnenos and
historian, Kinnamos John (died after 1185), wrote a historical book, Chronikai. In his
book, which is a valuable source of important historical and geographical information,
the ancient town of Heraclea Lyncestis was still mentioned as “...Heraclea of the
Mysians, which according to some other language the Romans now .call Pelagonia..
which shows how the Byzantine authors were knowledgeable about the topographical
changes. 7

Another contemporary chronicle, the Historia Rerum in Partibus Transmarinis
Gestarum, written by William, the Archbishop of Tyre (1127-1190), was describing
his diplomatic missions as one of the envoys of Amalrich, the King of Jerusalem. In
1168 he travelled to Constantinople and then over the Egnatian Way to the Imperial
camp in Pelagonia, where he met the Emperor Manuel | Komnenos. His narrative is an
interesting source of Pelagonian history:

“1t was on his returnfrom his campaign that we, after overcoming the many difficulties o fthe
road, met him at the city called Butella’ in the province ofPelagonia (in provincia Pelagonia,
in civitate quae vulgo dicitur Butella). This place is near the ancient city formerly known as
Justiniana Prima’, which was the native place of the most wise, mostfortunate and invincible
Emperor Justinian. It is now commonly called 3

Another contemporary traveller visited “Butella” in Pelagonia in the middle of the
twelfth century. On his travels through the countries of Europe, Al Idrisi, the Spanish
Moor, was the famous cartographer of the Norman king, Roger Il of Sicily. In 1153,
Al Idrisi described his travel itinerary in the Balkans, from Dyrrachion to Salonika.

BN. Chomates, O City o fByzantium, annals ofNiketas Chomates, (translated by Magonlias H. J.),
Detroit 1984, pp. 119-120; Chémates Nicetas, Historia, in Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae, vol.
X1/2, (Apud Walter de Gruyter et Socios Berolini et Novi Eboraci) 1975, p. 69.

7 Papazoglou, 0p. Cit., p. 267; Le Quien, 0p. cit., pp. 81-82.

BE. A. Babcock, A. C. Krey (translated by), A History ofDeeds done beyond the sea, by William,
Archbishop of Tyre, vol. 1l, New York 1943, pp. 347-349; F. Chalandon, Jean |1 (1118-1143)
et Manuel | Comnéne (1143-1180), vol. I, Paris 1912, p. 396; T. Tomoski, GradiSteto na Srednovekovna
Pelagonija, in Makedonija niz vekovite, Skopje 1999, p. 40; Runciman, op. cit., pp. 331-332.
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Amongst the towns on his way, he visited “Tutili” or “Butih” (Bitola), which he
described as “a beautiful and pleasant town, two days east of Ohrid.” /%

Around the year 1150, the Orthodox Church prelate named Stephen occupied the
Pelagonian episcopal throne. His title and name are preserved on the lead seal, which is
a part ofthe Mordthmann collection. V. Laurent published it in 1965.770n the obverse
there is an image of the Holy Virgin seated on the throne and on the reverse side there
is a metric inscription in six lines:

+MEAATO|NIAETOYAE|APOYETEANOY]|
PAICBEBE|LCKENTOYC|YAOTE
+ MEAoyoViogoL TPOESPOL TEPAVOU (B (an)oig
The well-preserved inscription can be translated as: + Mother of God, Word of God,
you authenticate the actions and words of Stephen, Proedros of Pelagonia.

The inscription reveals the name of the Bishop of Pelagonia, Stephen, who was
the President (Proedros) of the Pelagonian diocese.® The name of Bishop Stephen
is unique. He is the only known prelate of the Bishopric of Pelagonia in the twelfth
century. Besides the military and political turbulence and the strong influence of
the Bogomil anti-church movement, the Bishopric of Pelagonia firmly preserved its
religious dominance in the Pelagonian valley.®

® P.-A. Jaubert, La géographie d Edrisi - traduite de | Ar
bibliotheque Nationale, traduction compléte du Kitab Nuzhat Al-Mustaq, ou kitab rujar termine en
1154(548H), ‘Recreation de celui qui desire parcourir les pays par Abu Abd-Allah Muhammad Al-
Idrisi, vers 1099-1165, Paris 1836-1840, repr. Amsterdam 1975, vol. 2/286.

T7V. Laurent, Le Corpus des Sceaux de | Empire Byzantin, vol. V2, Paris 1965, p. 334; G. Fedalto,
Hierarchia ecclesiastica orientalis: series episcoporum ecclesiarum Christianarum orientalium: Vol. 1,
Patriarchatus Constantinopolitanus, Padua 1988, p. 441.

B Laurent, op. cit.,, 335/1506. In ecclesiastical terminology ‘Proedros’ was generally a synonym
for bishop or ‘president’ of the local church. After the thirteenth century it acquired a more technical
canonical meaning. Proedros in this new sense was the equivalent of Administrator. Kazhdan, s. v.
Proedros, in The Oxford Dictionary ofByzantium, vol. Ill, New York, Oxford 1991, pp. 1727-1728;
According to Arsié, op. cit, p. 20, Bishop Stephen occupied the Pelagonian throne around 1150.
Unfortunately, the photo of the obverse, representing the Virgin on the throne was not published in
Laurent, 0Op. Cit.; Mihajlovski, Pregled na hristijanskata istorija..., p. 8.

791am very grateful to my colleague Jovi¢a Grozdanovski for his support and help.
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Xepakneja, NenaroHnja n CpeIHOBEKOBHA
buTona: npernea Ha UpPKOBHATa UCTOPUja
(o4 WecTn A0 ABaHAeCeTTUN BeK)

Pe3nme

PaHOXpUCTUjaHCKMOT CBET Ha bankaHOT MoyHan fga onara co npecenébute w”
nHBasumTe Ha lotute, XyHute u Octporotute. CeTo Toa 6UN0 MNPOCNEAEHO CO
enuaemMnn Ha Yyma v 3eMjoTpecu Kom LUTO 3HaYMTE/THO ja HaManuie eKOHOMCKaTa MoK
Ha pOMejCKMOT CcBeT. 3a BpeMeTO Ha JyCTUHMjaH, CNOBEHCKATa MHBa3nja ce npeTBopua
BO TPajHO HacenyBake. XepaK/ejcKMOoT ennckKonar BeKe He ce CNOMeHyBa Ha WeCcTuoT
EkymeHCcKn cobop Bo 680 roguHa, HO ce CMOMeHyBan BO HoTuTua enmckonaTym,
nomery 787 W KpajoT Ha [eBETTUOT BEK, Kako cydparaH Ha MeTpononuToT Ha
TecanoHunka. 3a BpeMe Ha 6yrapckuMoT KHe3 bopuc Muxawnn XpucTujaHcTBoTo 6UII0
npuMaTeHo Kako gp>KaBHa pennruja, co WTO Ce M3MEHYBa AMeLe3anHaTa CTPYyKTypa.
Bo 879 r., ce cnomeHyBa apxuepej no ume JosaH. Bo 881-882 r. Ceetn MeToauj
naTysan no Bua ErHaTtuja 3a KOHCTaHTUHONON NpY WTO NOMUHaN U H1U3 butona. Mo
Heroeata CMpPT HerosuTte cnegbeHnun KnumeHT v Haym 6une npuvMeHW Ha 4BOPOT
Ha KHe3 bopuc: KnumeHT ja fobun enapxumjata Ha [jpemBuua-Bennka Bo unj coctas
6una n MenaroHuckaTa enuckonuja. Mpu KpajoT Ha LeBeTTUOT Bek, Ce 3auBpCTyBa
Ha oBaa TepuTOpMja BOrOMUICKOTO PEfIUTMO3HO [ABUXEHE KOE UMaNo CUMHN KOPEHW
Bo lMenaroHnja v Bpomk Bua Ernatumja. ctoBpemeHo, oBaa o6niact 6una fgen of
CamMmunynoBoTO LapcTBO 1 Ha ocTpoBOoT CB Axu/ Bo lMpecna 6une JOHECEHN MOLITUTE
Ha cBeTn Axunnj, ceetn PerunHoc, ceetn EkymeHunj op Tpukana, csetn Auogop
Tpakucku, n ceetn TpudgyH on Kotop. Bo ancmpata Ha upkeata ,,CBeTu AXununj“ e
COYYyBaH HaTMUC Kafle Ce CNOMeHYBa XepaK/1ejCKMOT NpecTon, wecTu no peg. Bo 1980-
89 r. E. MaHeBa ja uckonyBsalle Xepakfejckata 6asunuka ,[l, eKcTtpa Mypoc“ Koja
cogpxewe rpo6osmn og X—XI Bek. Bo Bapow Kaj Mpwunen e npoHajaeH HATNMUCOT Ha
enunckonoT AHApej, koj e of 996 rogunHa.

Cnopep JoBaH Ckunuua nocne cmptra Ha Llap Camyun, Bo 1014 r. HacnegHuk
Ha KpyHaTa 6un cuH my [aBpun Pagomup, umm asopun Bo butona 6une 3ananeHu
0f, BM3aHTUCKMOT umnepaTop Bacunnj BTtopu, HO He wn TBpAamHata. OBa e npBoO
CNoMeHyBaHe Ha cpeflHOBeKOBHa buTtona Bo nuiwaH n3sop. o eaHa roguHa [MaBpun
Pagomup 6un ybueH og 6patyyenoT JoBaH Bnagucnas Koj ro npesema TPOHOT. Toj
ja 06HOBMN TBpAUHATA Ha buTona 3a WTO OCTaBUI MepMepeH 610K CO HaTNUC Kage
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ce cnomeHyBsa 3awTumTata Ha lNpecsBeTta boropoaguua n geaHaecetTe anoctonun. Co
JoBaH Bnagncnas e CBP3aHO M XUTUETO Ha CBeTu JoBaH Bnagmumup, Koj 6ewe nory6eH
n nojouHa 6ewe npornaceH 3a ceBetuTen-maveHuk. Ho, nocne 1018 r., butona u
nefaroHncKara fonnHa bune BKny4yeHu Bo BusaHtuja, Bo Temara byrapuja co ceguwite
Bo Ckonje. Of 0BOj nepuoj e nMpoHajaeH efeH nedyat og Metap, umnepujanHnoT
KypaTop v npotocnatapuj Ha butona u FaBaTo Koj ynpasyBan co rpafoT v faHouute
BO nepmogot nomery 1018 n 1030 rognmHa. OBa e TPETOTO CNOMEHYBake Ha UMETO
BuTona BO 0BOj Mepuos.

Bo 1019 r. Bu3aHTMCKMOT umnepartop Bacunnj BTopu BynrapokToHOC ja npornacun
npeaTa XpucoBYy/a CO Koja Ha GUTONCKMOT ennckon My ce fofenysaat lMenaroHuja,
Mpwunen, [Oeb6bpewTe n Benec co neTHaeceT Kaepuuum W napuuu, BO COCTaB Ha
Apxuenuckonujata Bo Oxpug. Co Toa butona craHayBa €nuCKOMNCKO CeAuLlTe CO
OpOjHU LPKBK, MaHaCTUPX 1 CBOU BoAeHULW. Bo nepuogoT nomery 1978 r.m 1980 r. Ha
nokanutetoT ,,Kane banp“ Gelle npoHajaeHa hopTudmrkaymnja n Temenn of 6asmnmka,
Koja cnopeg . dununoscka u M. CpbuHoBCKK, 6a3nnnkaTa npunarana Ha nepuoaoT
nomery X-XI Bek. Bo 1041 r. n 1072 r. permoHOT 6un 3agateH of BoCTaHMjaTa Ha
MeTap AenjaH n Fopfu BojTex, 3a WITO CBEAOYM NeYaTOT HA MarnucTepoT MU AYKCOT Ha
3anagoT, Muxann CapoHu1T, KOj € MPpOHajAeH BO 3anafHunoT gen Ha Xepakneja. Bo 1083
r. MenaroHunja, Mernen n Kociyp 6une ocsoeHn o HopmaHuTe Ha PobepT BoemoHa,.

Kako gen ofi NpoekToT ,,Y6uKalmja Ha cpeHOBEKOBHa buTtona“, BO NOHOBO Bpeme
6ea n3BefleHN apXxeonoL KM NCKoNyBarwa o4 T. JaHakneBCKuU 1 nogouHa . @ nannoscka,
BO JeHM-Llamuja (rpageHa Bo 1553/1554 r.) npu WTO ce OTKPUEHU TeMenin of nocTapa
LlaMmnja n ronema 6asnnnka Koja gatupa nomery XI-X1V Bek, Kako 1 efieH neKTopaneH
mMefanjoH, NPCTeEHW U Ba OIOBHM BM3aHTUCKKU neyaTu. MpBMOT neyart e co JonojaceH
nuK Ha boropoanua co XpucToc U HaTAKUC KOj My npunaran Ha Togop BecTapxoc, og
eAnHaeceTT! BeK. BTOPUOT neyaT e CO [0MO0jaceH NIMK Ha CBeTU [opfu 1 HaTnuc of
eAunHaeceTT BeK. Toj My npunaran, Ha Fopfu MaHraHec, npoTonpoegap o4 CUHOAOT
BO BriaxepHckaTa nasaTa u cekpetap Ha uapot Anekcuj KomHeH I

Bo oBoj nepuog co Oxpuickata ApxXuenuckonuja ynpasyBas apXxenmenuckonor
Teogumnakt Oxpuacku. Bo cBouTe nucma ro CromeHyBa MenaroHUCKMOT enuckon,
CyaMpuTe CO MOpe3HuumMTe, Kako 1u 6opbata oKoly MMOTOT BO cenoTo Moruna. Toj
nman cyaupm n co 6orommnot Jlasap. Bo 0Boj nepnoj KPCTOHOCLUTE MUHYBaNE HU3
MenaroHunja, yHULWTYBajKK ja HeNo3HaTaTa TBPAUHA CO epeTuunTe.

Bo MenaroHuckata TBpanMHa umnepatopute Anekcnj | KomHeH n MaHyen | KomHeH
nmane BaxHa BoeHa 6asza, 3umyBanuwTe U fosuwTe. HUKUTA XOHKUjaT ro onuuysa
MECTOTO W Kako cobmpanuiuTe Ha HeroBM COBpeMeHUUN-yYeHn nyre. CpeHOBEKOBHA
Butona 6unanoceTteHa o reorpadot An gpucu, Kako n of Bunuvjam - apxmenuckonoT
Ha Tup Kou ocTaBuja BpeaHun 3anucu. Okony 1150 rogmHa enuckon Ha lMenaroHuja
6un CTtethaH, 4nj 0Nn10BeH neyaT e nNy6nmkyeaH of Butanuj SlopaH. Ha aBepcoT e
npeTctaseHa boropoguua Ha npecTon, A404eKa Ha PeBEPCOT MMa HATMMUC BO LLECT peja
Kaje ce cnoMmeHyBsa enuckonoT CTehaH, Koj ynpaByBan co lNenaroHuckara enapxuja.
N nokpaj MHOry6pojHMUTe TewwKOTUWU MNenaroHWCKMOT Eenuckon, cenak, ja coyyByBa
cBOjaTa penrnosHa LoMuHaumnja Bo 0BOj CpeAHOBEKOBEH LieHTap.



